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elements in them. It is highly probable that the former inspired the dramatic art and the latter, the epic literature. The later Vedas frequently refer to Itihasa, as the fifth Veda and these references must relate to the collections of ancient legends which were then in vogue and which must have formed the originals for some of the epics.
The Sanskrit epics fall into two main classes, the one comprising old stories and legends known as ftihasa and Purana and the other comprising poems known as Kavyas or Ornate Epics* The Mahabharata is the oldest work of the former class and the Ramayana of the latter, although both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata are generally classed as Itihasa, Mahabharata has exercised a great influence on the later Puranas and the Ramayana has served as a model for later court epics of the post-puranic age.
Though both these great epics are composed in the anushtubh metre, there are radical points of diflference between the two. The Ramanaya is a sustained arid coherent narrative of a single story, whereas the Mahabharata is composed of a jumble of too many different legends besides the main story, The Mahabharata is not homogeneous in style, spirit or matter and is therefore not the work of single hand or of a single age. It contains many archaic verses and tales in prose. Long speeches and narratives in verse are introduced in the name of the speakers (as Lomahar* uvaeha etc.) and these must be fragments of some